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1. Introduction

Andalusia is heading towards a new mod-
el of society following the trends of the
new information and knowledge societies
(Torres, 2015). This phenomenon repre-
sents an important change both in our
values and in our social and economic
structures. One of the most visible as-
pects of this transformation concerns the
dynamics of the population and its distri-
bution throughout the territory. There are
at least two major global trends in which
both our country and Andalusia are im-
mersed. On the one hand, the effects of
the so-called second demographic tran-
sition (Van de Kaa, 1987), which predicts a
decrease in mortality accompanied by a
collapse in fertility as characteristic phe-
nomena of the most industrialized socie-
ties, and, on the other hand, the tendency
of the population to concentrate in large
and well communicated urban communi-
ties, supported by new technologies and
interconnected with centers of econom-
ic dynamism, services and opportunities.
The development of these highly interre-
lated cities, in a context of globalization,
would give rise to the so-called network
society (Castells, 1996).

The impact of these two trends can al-
ready be seen in our autonomous com-
munity, the most highly populated in
Spain, which has seen its population in-
crease by approximately 11 million since
the beginning of the 21st century. Howev-
er, this growth has not been homogene-
ous, as 54% of Andalusian municipalities
have fewer inhabitants today than in 2000
(IECA, 2020). The trends point to higher
concentrations of population in the pro-
vincial capitals and a decrease in medium
and small municipalities. These changes
in geographic distribution are also accom-
panied by demographic changes associat-
ed with longer life expectancy, a gradual
decline in fertility and a decrease in the
number of individuals per household. All
these indicators, which are not uniform-
ly reflected throughout the territory, are
evident in the households and in the An-
dalusian families themselves, which are
becoming true «laboratories» catalysts of
social transformation.

The aim of this booklet in the Actuali-
dad collection of the Andalusian Stud-
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ies Center is to present the trends in the
Andalusian panorama, which are shaping
the new characteristics of Andalusian so-
cial reality. On the basis of these trends,
we can reflect on the change of cycle in
which we find ourselves. This is the best
way to understand our weaknesses and
the important demands that as a socie-
ty we will face in the future, but also to
be able to see the new opportunities that
this situation will bring.

This booklet has been structured in five
sections, together with the introduction
and conclusions. The first section pre-
sents the demographic evolution expe-
rienced by the Andalusian population
by territory, taking into account the new
structural networks that are emerging
by geographic area. The second section
delves into some of the most significant
features of our population structure, such
as fertility, aging and the impact of these
variables on household composition. The
third section focuses on families and their
main needs in terms of emancipation
and the reconciliation of work and private
life. The fourth deals with the analysis of
the rural population, from the difficulties
of defining it within an increasingly glob-
al society, to the characteristics of this
new Andalusian rurality. The fifth section
reviews the impact of migration on our
community and its role as a key factor in
the configuration of new cities. The book-
let ends with some conclusions by way of
reflection.

This text is intended to give a global vision
of the Andalusian situation. The authors
are aware that each of the sections dealt
with could have given rise to a mono-
graphic study, but they sought to provide a
more general overview. The text was writ-
ten in an effort to make it straightforward
and easy to read for all audiences, with
descriptive but enlightening information
to facilitate discussion. The authors would
like to thank the director and managers
of the Andalusian Studies Center for their
invitation to participate in this collection.
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2. Evolution and
transformation of
the Andalusian
population

The Andalusian population has experi-
enced considerable growth since the be-
ginning of the 20th century. Throughout
the past century, the population in Anda-
lusia doubled, with the number of people
registered in our community rising from
3.5 million in 1900 to just over 7.3 million
inhabitants in 2000 (INE, 2020). Currently,
the Andalusian population is 8.4 million
(IECA, 2020). This population expansion
has not been homogeneous in three fun-
damental aspects: the growth rate in each
period, the reasons that have generated
this population increase and the territo-
ries where it has taken place.

Until the end of the 1950s, the growth rate
was between 4.8%o0 and 12.9%o per year,
values which, although higher, can be
considered similar to the trend shown in
the rest of Spain (Table 1). In the 1960s,
despite the fact that the balance between
births and deaths was the highest on re-
cord (+937,793), the population increased
by only 51,000 due to the extraordinary
emigration that the Andalusian commu-
nity had to endure during this period. It
is estimated that between the 1950s and

1970s some two million people left Anda-
lusia mainly for other Spanish regions and
European countries (Recafio, 1998). At this
stage, the Andalusian reality was clear-
ly different from what was taking place
in the rest of the country, where notable
population growth was recorded.

From the 1970s to the end of the 20th
century, growth was around 7%o per year.
Since 1990, migratory movements sus-
tained continuous population growth,
reaching an average annual rate of 13.9%o
in the first decade of the 21st century.
Since 2010, and due to the effects of the
economic crisis, population growth has
stagnated, due to both a low number of
births and a more stable migration bal-
ance. In 2012, Andalusia reached the high-
est number of inhabitants in its history
with 8,449,985 people registered. The lat-
est official data as of January 1, 2019 re-
port a total of 8,414,240 inhabitants in An-
dalusia. The continued decline in the birth
rate, which has increased since 2008, led
to the first negative birth rate in our his-
tory in 2018, when 1,777 more people died
than were born (INE, 2019).

The factors that plot the population curves
are the relationship between births and
deaths and migratory movements (Fig-
ure 1). Although Andalusia shares a cer-
tain similarity with the rest of Spain, it has
experienced asynchronous behavior with
respect to other communities. Neverthe-
less, the current population trend is very
similar to that of other Spanish regions.

Table 1. Evolution of the Andalusian population 1900-2019

Population in

Year thousands

1900 3,545 100.0
1910 3,800 107.2
1920 4222 1191
1930 4627 130.5
1940 5,254 148.2
1950 5,647 159.3
1960 5,940 167.6
1970 5,991 169.0
1981 6,441 181.7
1991 6,941 195.8
2000 (*¥) 7.340 2071
2010 (¥) 8,371 236.2
2019 (%) 8,414 2374

1900 = 100% Period

1900-1909
1910-1919
1920-1929
1930-1939
1940-1949
1950-1959
1960-1969
1970-1980
T81=120
Tee-198E
2000-2009
2010-2018

Source: own elaboration from the INE Censuses (1900 to 1991).

(*) Municipal Register (2000 to 2019).

Variation in  Mean annual growth rate
thousands  (%o)
Andalusia  Spain

256 7.0 7.8
421 10.6 7.8
405 3 8.8
627 12.9 9.4
393 6.8 6.6
293 4.8 8.9

51 0.8 101
450 6.6 101
500 75 &3
89 6.2 4.5
1.031 13.9 16.2
43 0.6 0.0
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Figure 1. Evolution of the population in Andalusia (1941-2018)
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Source: own elaboration from the INE Censuses (1941 to 1991), Municipal Register of the IECA (2000 to 2018) and Vital Sta-

tistics.

As in the rest of Spain, since the begin-
ning of the 20th century there has been a
notable territorial expansion of population
centers (Esteve, et al, 2017). This growth
in urbanization ended in the 1930s and
1940s. The economic crisis of this era, the
civil war and the post-war period led to a
large settlement of the population in the
territory, which stimulated considerable
natural growth in rural areas. From the
1950s and 1960s, we witnessed the great
rural exodus of the population, prompted
by the overpopulation of the rural world in
the previous period (Esteve, et al., 2017).
In Andalusia, this emigration to other ter-
ritories was considerable, as can be seen
in Figure 1. This resulted in a minimal in-
crease in population from 1960-1969.

While the positive natural population bal-
ance has been gradually decreasing to
the present day, the migration balance
shifted from predominant emigration to
notable immigration that culminated in
the early years of the 21st century (Aza-
gra, et al., 2007). From the 1980s onwards,
rural-urban migration decreased consid-
erably. The consequences of the oil crisis
of the 1970s had contracted the lure of
population towards the main European
countries; in addition, falling employment
reduced the migratory attraction to the
city for the rural population, previously
decimated by the previous rural exodus.
In this period the expansion of the metro-
politan areas begins.

2. Structural networks
of the Andalusian
population

The third fundamental aspect in the anal-
ysis of the demographic evolution of a
given territory is its relationship with its
space. According to data from the World
Bank' (2020), in 1960, 33% of the world
population lived in urban areas, and in
2018, more than 55% lived in and around
cities. It is estimated that by 2050 this fig-
ure will reach 66% of the total population.
In the European Union, 75% of inhabitants
live in urban areas. In Spain, in 2019, 80%
of the population lived in urban areas?,
occupying less than 20% of the territory.
Andalusia registers similar data to that of
Spain, with 80% of inhabitants living in
urban areas. The population in Andalusia
has been growing, but not in all territories.
In 2019, Andalusia had 785 municipalities,
16 more than in 2000.

Table 2 presents the evolution of the
number of municipalities in Andalusia ac-
cording to size. Municipalities with a pop-
ulation between 1,000 and 10,000 inhab-
itants are pivotal in the population trend.
Since the beginning of the century, mu-
nicipalities with less than 500 inhabitants

1 The World Bank Group: Urban Development.
http://www.bancomundial.org/.

2 Instituto Nacional de Estadistica (INE) [Na-
tional Institute of Statistics] defines urban
municipalities as those with more than 10,000
inhabitants.
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have increased considerably, rising by
more than 20 units, although those with
between 20,000 and 30,000 registered in-
habitants have also increased, adding 15
new units. The population is dwindling in
the small municipalities; in addition to the
low birth rates throughout the communi-
ty, these small towns have fewer potential
parents due to an aging population, cou-
pled with growing masculinization. As will
be seen below, in most cases these small
towns face great difficulty in attracting fu-
ture migrants.

Medium-sized municipalities continue
to attract inhabitants who come either
from large cities where the price of hous-
ing is higher and act as dormitory towns
or from small neighboring municipalities
that do not offer the necessary services
or job opportunities for their population.

Approximately one in four Andalusians
lives in a municipality that has lost pop-
ulation since 2000. In 55% of the munic-
ipalities of Andalusia, the population has
fallen since the beginning of the century,
while in Spain this figure reaches 63%. The
official population figures resulting from
the revised municipal census of 1 January
2019 (INE), indicate that more than 66%
of Andalusian municipalities have fewer
than 5,000 inhabitants, and in them live
just over 10% of the population, occupy-
ing approximately 51% of the Andalusian
territory.

That a municipality has less than 5,000
inhabitants does not, or should not, pose
a problem, provided that it has suffi-
cient economic and social infrastructure
(Hansen, 1965). By economic infrastruc-
ture we mean transport, telecommunica-

Table 2. Number of municipalities by size of municipality in Andalusia

Less From From From

than 101to 501to 1.001to 2,001to 3,001to 5,001to

100 500 1,000 2,000 3,000 5,000 10,000

inhab. inhab. inhab. inhab. inhab. inhab. inhab.
2000 2 88 101 136 91 107 14
2019* 2 108 102 109 85 105 103
VErEEEn 20 1 27 -6 -2

2019-2000

From

From From

From From  From  From More
10,001 20,001 30,001 50,001 Total
than ..
to to to to 100.000 munici-
20,000 30,000 50,000 100,000 inh;b palities
inhab. inhab. inhab. inhab. ’
70 22 16 1 11 769
785
73 37 16 17 12 (769)

+3 +15 +0 +6 +1

Source: own elaboration based on the Municipal Register of Inhabitants (INE, 2020).
(*) On 1January 2019, there were 785 municipalities in Andalusia, 16 more than in 2000. For a better understanding of the
evolution in the size of the municipalities, these 16 municipalities have been added to their places of origin in the year

2000. This allows a direct comparison to be made.

Table 3. Population losses in Andalusian provinces/municipalities 2000-2019

N2 of mu-
N2 of municipa- nicipalities
Territory lities and total  with less
population than 5,000
inhab.
Almeria 103 716,820 82 79.6%
Cadiz 45 1,240,155 13 28.9%
Cordoba 77 782,979 52 67.5%
Granada 174 914,678 133 76.4%
Huelva 80 521,870 60 75.0%
Jaen 97 633,564 69 1%
Malaga 103 1,661,785 75 72.8%
Seville 106 1,942,389 44 41.5%
Andalusia 785 8,414,240 528 67.3%
Spain 8,131 47,026,208 6829 84.0%

N2 of municipalities <5,000 inhab. with population

loss (2000-2019)

Municipa-  Municipa-  Municipa-  Municipa-
lities with  lities with  lities with  lities with
loss > 0% loss > 5% loss >10% loss > 20%
and % of and % of and % of and % of
<5,000 <5,000 <5,000 <5,000

54 65.9% 46 561% 36 439% 16 19.5%
7 53.8% 6 46.2% 4 30.8% 1 177%
42 80.8% 35 67.3% 23 442% 10 19.2%
94 70.7% 80 60.2% 66 496% 36 271%
42 70.0% 39 65.0% 29 483% 10 16.7%
65 94.2% 60 87.0% 45 65.2% 16 23.2%
43 573% 34 453% 23 307% 6 8.0%
27 614% 18 409% 14 31.8% 4 91%
374 70.8% 318 60.2% 240 455% 99 18.8%
4894 T717% 4530 66.3% 4,067 59.6% 3,016 442%

Source: own elaboration based on data from the Municipal Register (INE, 2020).



tions, local public services for water, gas
and electricity supply and others, and by
social infrastructure we mean mainly ed-
ucational and health centers (Jaén and
Piedra, 2008). An interesting aspect to
analyze is to detect how this figure has
fallen below 5,000 inhabitants and what
repercussions this may have on facilities.
Taking bordering territories as a reference
and analyzing the general trend, a first
step is to measure the net loss of pop-
ulation that occurs in these territories in
a given period of time. For this analysis,
we used the figures from the beginning of
the century and those municipalities with
less than 5,000 inhabitants in Andalusia
(Table 3).

In Spain, 84% of municipalities have less
than 5,000 inhabitants; in Andalusia,
these municipalities represent 67.3% of
the total. Since the beginning of the cen-
tury, 70.8% of Andalusian municipalities
with fewer than 5,000 inhabitants have
lost population, a figure equivalent to that
of Spain with 71.7%. Cordoba with 80.8%
and Jaen with 94.2%, are the provinces
most affected by population loss in mu-
nicipalities with less than 5,000 inhabit-
ants since the beginning of the century, a
trend much higher than the regional and
national average.

The increase in the Andalusian popula-
tion by just over one million inhabitants,
which represents an increase of 14.6%

2. Evolution and transformation of the Andalusian population

over the last century, has not been uni-
form throughout the territory and has
benefited some areas to the detriment of
others. This increase has mainly occurred
in coastal towns, provincial capitals and
their area of influence as well as in larg-
er municipalities (Map 1). The Guadalquivir
valley and the entire Mediterranean and
Atlantic coastline are the fastest growing
areas of the Andalusian community. The
Sierra Norte de Huelva and Seville, Valle
del Guadiato, the region of Los Pedroches,
most of the province of Jaen, the Alpujar-
ras of Granada and Almeria, the regions
of Guadix, Baza and Huescar and other
mountain areas are the territories that are
not in good demographic health. Never-
theless, all these aspects must be ana-
lyzed considering the changes that have
occurred in the Andalusian population
structure.

Map 1. Andalusian municipalities with an increased population since 2000

Population 2019 greater than population 2000

Pop. 2019>Pop. 2000 and over 100,000 inhab.

Source: own elaboration based on data from the Municipal Register of the National Statistics Institute and the National

Geographic Institute (INE-IGN, 2020).
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3. Population
structure; the
present and the
future of Andalusia

The demographic evolution of Andalusia,
similar to that of the rest of Spain, and of
advanced countries in general, is charac-
terized by an increase in life expectancy
at birth. This fact undoubtedly represents
the achievement of these societies, which
reflects both improvements in welfare
and health systems and in quality of life.
The Andalusian population pyramid of
the 1970s provided the ideal structure for
the socio-economic development of the
region, with a broad birth base and large
cohorts of working-age people, which al-
lowed for the mass emigration of Andalu-
sians into and out of Spain (Recafio, 1998)
and reduced generations of older people
(Figure 2).

Figure 2. Andalusian population pyramid 2019-2030

1

The demographic evolution from the 1980s
to the present day, however, points to the
gradual aging of this pyramid. In 1980 the
average age of the Andalusian population
was 31.9 years, and today it stands at 41.8
(2019). This is a ten-year increase in the
average age, which nonetheless is still be-
low the national average (43.4 years). This
rapid transformation is highly significant
and far-reaching, with very important so-
cial effects on the new scenarios that lie
ahead. Demographic projections indicate
that the year 2040 will be an important
turning point for Spain and Andalusia; our
country will reach the highest life expec-
tancy in the world (half of the children
born will live to be 100 years old), but the
total population will gradually begin to
decline.

The analysis of the Andalusian population
pyramid points to the evolution of the
baby-boom generations (born between
1958-1977) and two cohorts that are espe-
cially relevant in the current structure: one
is the generation born in the 1990s, where
in Andalusia (also in Spain) there is a sig-
nificant stagnation in fertility (1.28 in 1998);

100

Women

(i
—
—
——
—
—————————
—
—
—
——
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
=
-

—
—
—
—
——
——
——
——
—
— 35
—
—
—
—
—
—
" —
—
i
]
-
—
—
—
—
—
—

-1.0% -0.8% -0.6% -0.4% -0.2%

Year 2030 % Women

0.0%

Year 2030 % Men

HYear 2019 % Women

0.2%

—

—

—3 5
—

—

0.4% 0.6% 0.8% 1.0%

®Year 2019 % Men

Source: [ECA; Projection of the Population of Andalusia and Provinces 2016-2070.



and the other is the present day, with a
similar figure of 1.32 children per woman.
The effects of this generational decline
are very important in order to understand
the Andalusia of the future. The analyses
of the rates of dependence of older and
younger people allow us to assess this ef-
fect on the population structure.

The dependency rate of older people in
Andalusia is currently at an all-time high;
this indicator shows that for every 100
people of working age (16 to 64) there are
26 people over age 64, whereas in 1980
there were 17. In Spain, this figure is even
higher and currently stands at 30 people.
The evolution of this rate (Figure 3) shows
that we tend to have older generational
cohorts, which implies a higher demand
for care. This figure runs parallel with the
child dependency rate, which also indi-
cates that for every 100 people of working
age there are only 26 people under age 16,
whereas in 1980 there were 53. National-
ly this figure is 24 people. The evolution
of both indicators points to a population

Figure 3. Evolution of dependency rates in Andalusia

and Spain

Dependency rate over 16 years of age
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(INE).

3. Population structure: the present and the future of Andalusia

stagnation that may lead to a lower po-
tential for a working age population, while
at the same time having to sustain impor-
tant cohorts of the older population. This
situation has prompted an intense debate
among demographers and economists to
explain this new scenario and its relation-
ship with pensions and care needs (Miret
and Zueras, 2018).

This demographic effect must be analyz-
ed considering two interrelated factors,
the first in relation to the unemployment
rate and the second referring to geo-
graphic distribution according to the size
of the municipalities. It could be expected
that a reduction in the number of young
people would leave occupational gaps in
the structure that would lower unemploy-
ment (Requena, 2005). However, the evo-
lution of unemployment in Andalusia, de-
spite the decline in high rates due to the
economic expansion phase at the begin-
ning of the century (reaching 12.2 in 2006),
has been reversed since the crisis of 2008
(where it reached 36.3 in 2013) and cur-
rently stands at 21.8 (third quarter, 2019).
This situation is particularly serious in the
case of young people under age 25, who
should benefit most from the population
decline, but who nevertheless have an un-
employment rate of 43.7 (having reached
65.1in 2012). The link between labor supply
and employment demand continues to be
a challenge to achieve in our autonomous
community; and this challenge must be
addressed in light of demographic projec-
tions, future needs, and the new opportu-
nities of the information and knowledge
society towards which we are heading.

The evolution of the older and younger
population across the territory reveals
another important clue about the compo-
sition of the cities and towns in Andalu-
sia. Figure 4 illustrates the percentage of
older and younger people with respect to
the territory in which they live. When the
municipality of residence is smaller, the
percentage of people over the age of 64
is higher, and the number of children and
adolescents is lower. Intermediate cities
(between 10,000 and 100,000 inhabitants)
are the most balanced in this sense, as
both curves intersect. This is a very im-
portant consideration for the organization
of current and future social services. In
cities with more than 100,000 inhabitants
there is again an important imbalance due
to the smaller number of children com-

1
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pared to the elderly. The structural aging
of these cities is coupled with the search
by older people to reside in large munici-
palities with better services.

In order to understand the changes in the
Andalusian population structure and its ter-
ritorial distribution, three aspects need to
be considered: first, the transformations in
the fertility indicators, where fundamental
changes have taken place to shape the An-
dalusia of today; second, the new cohorts of
generations of older people that represent a
challenge at present and above all for the
new society that is to come; and third, the
analysis of how all these indicators reflect
the changes in the composition of house-
holds, which are experiencing first-hand the
apparently silent but especially profound
socio-demographic transformations.

31. Transformations and
trends in Andalusian
fertility

Andalusia, similar to the regions of the
rest of Europe, has experienced a signif-
icant drop in fertility in recent decades.
This trend is very significant in our country
where the average number of children per
woman is currently much lower than the
European average and among the low-
est in the world (1.26 in Spain and 1.32 in
Andalusia). Our autonomous community
is the third best indicator for the total of
communities in the rest of Spain, where

some regions such as the Canary Islands
(0.98), Asturias (1.03) or Galicia (1.05) are
positioned with a much higher drop in fer-
tility (INE, 2019).

The analysis of the evolution of this indi-
cator for Andalusia runs parallel to what
has occurred in the rest of the country,
with a slight delay in our autonomous
community, but with similar direction
and speed. In 1980, Andalusian women
had 2.72 children per woman, also slight-
ly higher than the national average (2.21),
but already on the decline. Since the
1970s, the fall in fertility has been con-
tinuous and very rapid, reaching historic
lows in 1998 (113 for the whole of Spain
and 1.28 for Andalusia). Since that date,
this indicator has risen, driven primari-
ly by improvements in employment, the
reduction in the delay of having the first
child and the arrival of young immigrants
with higher fertility (Castro and Martin,
2016). During this time, Andalusia man-
aged to improve fertility, reaching 1.56
children per woman in 2008 (Spain at
1.44). However, the effects of the signif-
icant economic recession brought with
them another gradual decrease that con-
tinues to the present day.

To explain the phenomenon of decreas-
ing fertility, demographics have tradition-
ally emphasized the delay in the age of
motherhood, which has increased directly
and continuously since the last quarter
of the 20th century. In 1980, Andalusian
women had their first child at an average

Figure 4. Percentage of population by age range and size of municipality
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age of 24.6 years, but this figure is now
30.3 years old and is tending to increase.
Having the first child late increases the
probability of having few children (Esping
Andersen, 2013). To this must be added
the number of women who forgo moth-
erhood, which is growing every year; it is
predicted that one in every four women
born in Spain in 1975 will reach the end of
their reproductive age without having had
any children (Esteve, et al., 2016). Having
reduced generational cohorts, such as
that of Andalusians who were born during
the 1990s, decreases in absolute terms
the number of people of childbearing age
in the future (fewer potential women of
childbearing age). In addition, there are
difficulties in forming stable partnerships
from the age of 30 onwards, an important
factor revealed by the recent fertility sur-
vey (INE, 2018).

From the sociological perspective, it is
important to emphasize cultural factors;
in our country, having children does not
currently bring social prestige, but rather
it is identified with a loss of freedom for
the parents (Ayuso, 2020). This is com-
pounded by the poor support of our wel-
fare system, which continues to consider
children a private matter, whose support
depends almost exclusively on the par-
ents and/or their family network (Ayuso,
2019). The difficulties of work-life recon-
ciliation must also be interpreted from
this cultural viewpoint, underpinned by
significant gender inequality and a lack of
joint responsibility among parents, which
is particularly detrimental to women’s ex-
pectations and career development.

The effect of the drop in fertility is increas-
ingly noticeable in Andalusia. However, it
is not homogeneous between regions nor
has it evolved homogeneously over time
(Table 4).

Regionally, in 1975 four Andalusian prov-
inces had more than three children per
woman: Cadiz (3.52), Huelva (3.05), Malaga
(8.07) and Seville (3.24). Jaen was by far
the province with the lowest fertility rate
(2.71), this decline having begun several
decades earlier. Currently, the best data
are presented by the province of Almeria,
with 1.62 children per woman, above the
Andalusian and national average, and very
different from the rest of the provinces.
Huelva has the lowest rate (1.25) but very
similar to Malaga, Jaen and Granada.

3. Population structure: the present and the future of Andalusia

Table 4. Evolution of the cyclical fertility index by

province
1975 1985 1995 2005 2015 2018

Spain 277 1.64 116 1.33 1.33 1.26
Andalusia 3.09 2.01 1.36 1.46 140 1.32
Almeria  2.98 2.08 143 1.56 1.62 1.62
Cadiz 352 216 1.37 1.50 1.37 1.29
Cordoba 2.82 1.97 1.37 141 1.37 1.29
Granada 2.90 1.97 1.41 144 1.39 1.28
Huelva 3.05 2.06 1.35 1.39 1.36 1.25
Jaen 2.171 2.05 149 140 1.32 1.27
Malaga 3.07 1.88 1.26 146 1.34 1.26
Seville 3.24 2.01 1.36 147 142 1.35

Source: own elaboration from INE data.

The analysis of the birth rate by region
shows this same trend but with some pe-
culiarities within each province (Map 2).

The birth rate measures the number of
births per one thousand inhabitants; the
average in Andalusia is 8.45 and in Spain
this figure is 7.94. It is considered that this
rate should be around 12 to 15 births per
thousand to ensure the replacement rate.
The distribution at the municipal level
shows that in Andalusia there are regions
with a rate of less than five, especially in
inland areas, such as the mountains of
Granada and Malaga, or the municipalities
of northern Huelva, Cordoba and Jaen.
The province of Almeria shows the great-
est contrasts, with the coastal area having
the highest levels recorded in Andalusia
and some inland municipalities in signif-
icant demographic decline. Surrounding
the cities with more than 100,000 inhabit-
ants are usually municipalities with higher
birth rates than these, revealing the mo-
bility strategies of the young generations,
particularly with regard to housing prices
(Feria, 2015).

3.2. The challenge of
aging

Spain in general and Andalusia in par-
ticular are adapting reliably to the theo-
ry of the second demographic transition
involving a constant fall in fertility, which
in many cases is not desired, but also a
great success as a society by raising life
expectancy to levels that are difficult to
predict for our grandparents’ generations
and giving rise to the so-called Age of
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Map 2. Birth rate in the municipalities of Andalusia
/

Source: own elaboration from INE data.

Longevity. As a result, life cycles are al-
tered, with a delay in all stages, from in-
fancy, youth, schooling, childbearing, and
also in aging. Spain together with France
are leaders in life expectancy for people
over 65, «the old age of 40 years ago is not
reached now until the age of 74» (Pérez
and Abellan, 2018:30). Some authors be-
lieve we are in a phase of over-aging, as
the proportional weight of the older gen-
erations is increasing and the number of
centenarians is rapidly rising (Gdmez Re-
dondo, 2011).

Spain has one of the highest life expec-
tancies at birth in the world (83.2 years),
although somewhat lower in Andalusia
(81.8 years) (Figure 5). Life expectancy has
continued to increase in both men and
women in all Andalusian provinces due
first to the rapid decline in infant mortal-
ity and second to the continued survival
of those over the age of 65. Andalusian
women currently have a life expectancy
of 84.4 years, and in some provinces, such
as Cordoba, this figure exceeds 85 years,
when in 1975 this indicator stood at 75.8
for all Andalusian women, and Cadiz was
the province with the lowest life expec-
tancy. Current life expectancy for men is
791, compared to 69.8 in 1975. Cordoba
and Malaga provinces have the highest life
expectancy in Andalusia.

Our autonomous community has a life
expectancy below the country’s average,

e

[[] Birth rate less than 5
[ Birth rate between 5 and 10
[ Birth rate between 10 and 15

- Birth rate more than 15
Population over 100,000

but it presents better figures in relation to
the aging index, which takes into account
the number of people over age 64 for
every 100 people under age 16; in 2019 the
figure for Andalusia according to the INE
was 101, ranking third in Spain after Murcia
and the Balearic Islands, far from Asturias
(219 people) and Galicia (198 people). This
improvement in the index is due to our
better comparative position with regard to
fertility.

Aging indicators should also be analyzed
in terms of their distribution across the
territory, especially with a view to planning
for current and future needs in rural areas.
These indicators must be analyzed with
caution, because as we have seen above,
the very geographical mobility of the old-
er population must be noted, which also
tends to be concentrated in cities with
more than 100,000 inhabitants. The aging
of the rural population has nothing to do
with the high or low birth rate; it is im-
portant to remember that the largest rural
exodus in Spain occurred during the 1960s
during the baby boom (Pérez and Abellan,
2018).

The emigration of young people from
rural areas is a process that took place
throughout the 20th century in our coun-
try, leading to a loss of population in these
areas. Andalusia is currently experiencing
a significant drop in population in munic-
ipalities of less than 10,000 inhabitants,



Figure 5. Evolution of life expectancy in Andalusia
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with an accelerated aging process in these
nuclei. In nearly 400 municipalities, more
than 20% of the population is aged 65 or
over, and in 200 cases the percentage of
people over 64 exceeds 25% (Map 3). Their
distribution throughout the territory indi-
cates a sea of Andalusian aging, especial-
ly in the eastern area, where the inland
provinces of Almeria, Granada and Jaen
meet the Sierras de las Alpujarras, Valle
del Almanzora, Montes Orientales and Si-
erra de Segura, where a greater number of
municipalities are located with more than
25% of inhabitants over 64 years of age. To
these must be added Sierra Morena in the
north of Cordoba province and Sierra de
Aracena in Huelva.

The sociodemographic situation of Anda-
lusia reveals that we are witnessing one of
the most important challenges in our re-
cent history as we have to face, just as the
rest of the advanced societies, a scenario
of a greater aging of the population, with a
growing urban concentration, and a signif-
icant depopulation in the territories most
distant from the big cities. This scenario,

1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2018

Men
Andalusia

—Spain

Women
Andalusia

S )aiN

3. Population structure: the present and the future of Andalusia

which will increase in the coming years,
will bring with it important demands for
care by the population, an increase in very
significant territorial differences, and the
need to anticipate structural reforms to
maintain our welfare system.

3.3. The structure of
Andalusian households

How do these trends of lower fertility and
longer life expectancy affect Andalusian
households? Andalusia is influenced by
both sociodemographic phenomena at a
slower rate than the rest of Spain, but in
the same direction. Households are the
form in which society is organized, togeth-
er with their distribution by territory and
place. Analyzing the influence of these
trends on household composition, both
the number of individuals per household
and the social characteristics that shape
them?®, are fundamental to understanding
Andalusian society itself, its current fea-
tures and its future needs.

In 2006, Professors Bericat and Martin-La-
gos carried out a study on the structure
of households in Andalusia following the
thesis of social individualization. A little
more than a decade later, many of the fea-
tures that both authors pointed out have
been reinforced, which are in line, both in
intensity and in direction, with the main
demographic trends for the rest of the
country (Domingo and Cabreé, 2015). From
a theoretical perspective, the individualist
theories must be reinterpreted taking into
account the effects of this new informa-
tion and knowledge society, and our own
Andalusian culture based on strong ties of
sociability.

Data from the Andalusian Institute of
Statistics and Cartography (IECA) for the
period between 2011 and 2019, indicate a

3 The same household may represent very
different social and family typologies depend-
ing on the gender, age, educational level, eco-
nomic level or relational capital of its mem-
bers. A single-person household of a young
person is not the same as that of an older
person, nor is one in which all members are
dependent or non-dependent, nor is one in
which all members are working or unem-
ployed. Similarly, it is not the same to live in
rural areas as in urban areas.
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Map 3. Percentage of people over 64 years of age by municipality

Source: own elaboration from INE data.

gradual increase in the number of Andalu-
sian households, exceeding three million
(3,229,700) (Table 5). During these years
the increase was 5.3%. This includes an
increase in single-person households
(4%), followed by two-person households
(2.3%) and, to a lesser extent, three-per-
son households (01%); the remainder
(four or five members or more) continue
a gradual decline that began in the 1970s.
Family households also decrease in favor
of non-family households, although fam-
ilies still represent approximately three
out of every four Andalusian households
(74.2%).

The structure of Andalusian households
reflects the effects of the increased life
expectancy of the population, the in-
creasingly intense nuclearization of new
families, and the pluralization of forms of
family life. Single-person households now
account for 23.7% of Andalusian house-
holds, 54% headed by a woman and 46%
by a man, with little change in this gender
balance in recent years. The proliferation
of individuals living alone is mainly due to
the increased aging of the population, but
also to the break-ups of couples that lead
to the division of households. However,
both in Andalusia and in the rest of Spain,
it is not common for these households to
be headed by young people, due to our fa-
milist culture of emancipation (Jaime and
Echavarren, 2013; Moreno Minguez, et al,,
2012).

More than 20% of the population over 64 years of age.
I \iore than 25% of the population over 64 years of age.

The growth trend of single-person house-
holds in Andalusia should be interpreted
in light of two factors: on the one hand,
despite the increase in these households
in recent years in Andalusia, our auton-
omous community lies below the Span-
ish average (25.5%), and far from Nordic
countries such as Norway or Denmark,
where these households represent 45.8%
and 44.1%, and also from Germany (41.5%),
France (36%) and the United Kingdom
(29.9%) (Eurostat, 2019)*. On the other
hand, this phenomenon should not be au-
tomatically linked to individualism, since
it depends on the various ways in which
this solitude is experienced (Morente and
Barroso, 20155; Lopez Doblas, 2018).

Within family households, nuclear cou-
ples tend to decrease, although they still

4 Source: Eurostat (www.epdata.es).
5 The project directed by the professors of

the University of Jaen Felipe Morente and In-
maculada Barroso entitled «Perfiles, entornos
e identidades de la sociabilidad que viene:
Geosociologia del hogar unipersonal en Es-
pafia» [Profiles, environments and identities
of the coming sociability: Geosociology of the
single-person household in Spain] (CS02015-
670066-R), studies in depth the single-person
households in Andalusia and Spain, linking
these together with demographic factors to
the new forms of sociability that emerge as
a result.


http://www.epdata.es
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Table 5. Evolution of number of household members (2011-2019)

uglﬂgﬁgfg — Variation
members 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2011-2019

Single-person 19.7%  204% 212%  223% 228% 231% 233% 232% 237% +4.0%
8.9% 9.5% 101% 104% 103% 10.9% M1% 10.8% 109%  +2.0%
453%* 46.6%* 475%* 46.9%* 454%* AT3%* ATT%* 46T7%* 458%* +0.5%
10.8% 109%  11.2% 1.8%  124% 122% 122% 124% 129% +21%
547%* 534%* 52.5%* 531%* 54.6%* 527%* 52.3%* 53.3%* 542%* -0.5%
2 persons 261%  268% 274% 278% 279% 281% 282% 283% 285% +2.3%
3 persons 207% 209% 209% 21.0% 21.0% 211% 212%  212%  212%  +0.5%
4 persons 205% 206% 204% 202% 203% 202% 202% 203% 202% -0.3%

Men

Women

ggg”“”e 76%  73% 70% 68% 67% 66% 65% 64% 64%  -12%
TOTAL .
(housands) 30591 31003 31347 31683 31856 32008 32091 32105 32297 +53%

Source: own elaboration through the Andalusian Institute of Statistics and Cartography and the INE Active Population

Survey.

(*) Percentage of male and female households with respect to total single-person households.

represent 84.6% of these households (Ta-
ble 6), while single-parent families with
dependent children tend to grow (from
4.8% to 5.2%) as do other family house-
holds (from 11.8% to 12.9%). Two out of
every three nuclear couples have children,
although this family model continues to
decline. In 2011, they accounted for 45.2%
of Andalusian households, while in 2019,
this figure dropped to 41.3%. The drop in
the number of couples with children must
be linked to the delay and decrease in fer-
tility (Esteve, et al., 2016), which goes hand
in hand with an increase in the number
of couples who do not have children, ei-
ther by choice or because largely due to
postponing motherhood they are unable
to have children (Seiz, 2013). Within this
group, there is also an increase in the
number of older childless couples as a
result of the «empty nest» phase (when
children leave the family home) as a con-
sequence of increased life expectancy.

Households composed of single-parent
families with dependent children and oth-
er family households have tended to grow
in recent years. Single-parent households
are primarily headed by women (87.2%),
and this is a trend that has been main-
tained for decades both in Andalusia and
in the rest of Spain, despite the increas-
ingly active role of men in the domes-
tic sphere (Avilés, 2015) and the greater
impact of shared custody as a result of
break-ups (Solsona, et al, 2020). In An-
dalusia, some small signs of change can
already be seen in this regard; from 2011,
the growth trend of single-parent families

headed by a single mother is 8.1% and by
a single father is 11.9%.

The category of other family households
includes those with several nuclei and
have evolved heterogeneously over time.
Both single-parent households and other
family households are affected by eco-
nomic cycles (Castro, et al, 2015). Finally,
non-family households with dependents
are relatively few, representing 12.8% of
total non-family households; however,
they have doubled since 2011 when they
accounted for 6%.

The structure of Andalusian households
shows similar trends to the rest of Spain,
which, analyzed over time, indicates a
significant change in the organizational
structures of society. This demographic
earthquake (Beltran, 2002), which occurs
silently, can only be understood in view
of the analogous revolution within the
sphere of family values in Spain (Ayuso,
2020).
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Table 6. Evolution of household typology in Andalusia (2011-2019)

Household typology
Family households
Couple
With children
Without children
Single parent with dependent children
Single mother
Single father
Others (family households)
Non-household families
Single person
Women
Men
Others (non-household families)
With dependents
Without dependents

2011
76.9%
65.9%
45.2%
20.7%
3.2%
2.6%
0.4%
7.8%
21.9%
20.8%
11.4%
9.4%
2.3%
01%
2.2%

85.8%
68.6%
31.4%
4.8%
83.0%
12.2%
1.8%

89.9%
54.7%
45.3%
10.1%
6.0%
94.0%

2019 % Variation 2011-2019
74.2% -2.7%
62.8% 84.6% -31%
41.3% 65.7% -3.9%
21.6% 34.3% 0.9%
3.3% 52% 01%
2.9% 87.2% 0.3%
0.4% 12.8% 0.0%
81% 129% 0.3%
25.8% 3.9%
23.7% 92.0% 2.9%
12.9% 542% 1.5%
10.9% 45.8% 1.5%
21% 80% -0.2%
0.3% 12.8% 0.2%
1.8% 87.2% -0.4%

Source: own elaboration through the Andalusian Institute of Statistics and Cartography and Exploitation of the INE 2019

Active Population Survey.

4. Andalusian
families and
demographic
change

Approximately three out of every four An-
dalusian households are considered fam-
ily households (74.2%), one of the highest
percentages in Spain, only behind Murcia
(75.8%), which suggests that the process-
es of family change are somewhat slow-
er in our community, but equally signif-
icant. As in the rest of the country, this
change is influenced by both structural
and cultural factors that have very quick-
ly affected the form and culture of the
Spanish family (Ayuso, 2019). Andalusian
families have experienced dynamics of
change linked to a greater tendency to-
wards the individualization of family life,
a privatization in family behaviors and an
understanding of the family in an increas-
ingly emotional way (Garcia Calvente, et
al., 2010). The explanations for the devel-
opment of these trends should be sought
in multiple factors including: the greater
presence of post-materialistic values, the
development of a more urban culture and
lifestyles, the increase in the average ed-
ucational level of the population, which

is particularly significant in the case of
women, a more important role for wom-
en in the public sphere, especially in the
labor market, and the development of the
welfare state, among others.

The impact of these trends can be seen
in various indicators associated with the
family in Andalusia. From the house-
hold perspective, nuclearization is taking
place, with the loss of several generations
living together in the same household, a
reduction in the number of children and
an increase in single-person households.
In addition, there is a trend towards the
de-institutionalization of marriage, which
can be seen in the decrease in the num-
ber of marriages, where the gross marriage
rate has fallen from 6.46 per thousand in
1980 to 3.54 in 2017 (IECA, 2020); there
has also been an increase in registrations
of unmarried couples from 5,361 couples
in 2010 to 7,371 in 2018 (95% heterosexu-
al)® (IECA, 2020) as well as the important
growth in the number of births outside

6 In Andalusia, de facto unions have been reg-
ulated since 1996 (Decree 3/1996 of 9 January),
replaced by Decree 35/2005 of 15 February,
which establishes and regulates the Register of
De facto Couples. However, from a sociological
perspective, the number of common-law cou-
ples is higher than officially registered as these
couples often don’t legalize the situation.



marriage in Andalusia, which was 3.02%
in 1980 and 48.76% in 2017 (IECA, 2020).
As various authors have stated, marriage
in the biographies of the new generations
«has gone from being a first course to an
optional dessert» (Martinez Pastor, 2009).

The number of divorces has also grown
significantly, especially when analyzed in
relation to the number of marriages over
time; in 1998 there were 13 marriage dis-
solutions per 100 marriages, and in 2017
this figure rises to 58 (IECA, 2020). To this
process must be added the proliferation
of different forms of family life that tradi-
tionally had less legitimacy and visibility,
such as homosexual families, single-par-
ent families, reconstituted couples, cou-
ples living apart together (LAT), weekend
marriages, and couples without children
by choice (Garcia Calvente, et al,, 2010).

Despite all these transformations, the
family continues to be a highly valued in-
stitution for Andalusians and continues to
play a fundamental role in our welfare sys-
tem. Family support networks (Fernandez
and Tobio, 2007), the frequency of contacts
between family members and friends, and
the very assessment of Andalusian socia-
bility are key aspects for understanding the
characteristics of our region and behavior
in different areas such as the economy, ge-
ographic mobility or quality of life. Current-
ly, two aspects are particularly relevant in
the analysis of families: on the one hand,
the delay in the age of emancipation, and
on the other, the difficulties in reconciling
work and family and/or private life.

41. Keys to the formation
of new families:
emancipation

A major problem faced by young Andalu-
sians is the difficulty in becoming emanci-
pated from their parents’ home and con-
sequently the possibilities of forming their
own families. The average age of eman-
cipation in Spain is 29.5 years, with men
(30.5) being older than women (28.6) (INE,
2019). Our country ranks last in the Euro-
pean continent in this aspect, only sur-
passed by Italy (30.1) and Serbia (31.3). In
Spain, 44% of young people between the
ages of 18 and 34 live with their parents,
while in Portugal this figure is 45%, in Italy
(49%) and in Greece (57%) (Eurostat, 2020).

4. Andalusian families and demographic change

In Andalusia, by the second quarter of
2019, only 15.1% of young people (between
the ages of 16 and 29) resided outside
the family home, the second lowest rate
at the national level, surpassed only by
Cantabria (Figure 6). According to the re-
port issued by the Emancipation Obser-
vatory (Spanish Youth Council, 2019), the
reasons for this situation can be found in
the unemployment rate in this population,
which, despite the notable reduction in
the last year, stands at 33.8%, a percent-
age much higher than the national aver-
age. Only three out of ten young people
are working, and the vast majority of them
are on temporary contracts. In addition,
the rise in the price of housing for pur-
chase and for rent makes this residential
emancipation very difficult.

Young Andalusians experience their
emancipation as a transition process in
which family, economic and couple sit-
uations are combined (Moreno Minguez
et al., 2012). The latest social report on
Andalusian Youth (Jaime and Echavar-
ren, 2013), describes this process in dif-
ferent phases following the proposal of
Fernandez and Morente (2002): com-
plete emancipation, work emancipa-
tion, precarious emancipation, eventual
emancipation and complete depend-
ence. The results are shown in Table 7,
which indicates that by 2011, when this
survey was carried out, half of Andalu-
sians were completely dependent on
their families of origin (50.6%). Only 19.1%
had achieved work emancipation, that is,
financially independent but living in the
family home. A further 9.6% lived with
friends or colleagues, although they de-
pended on their family of origin (eventual
emancipation), and 3.2% fit into the pre-
carious emancipation model. Men were
the most completely dependent on their
families, but also the most emancipat-
ed in terms of work, while women were
associated with precarious and eventual
emancipation. Those living in provincial
capitals were more completely emanci-
pated than those who lived in towns of
less than 5,000 inhabitants and interme-
diate towns between 20,000 and 50,000
inhabitants. Work independence was
much more common in smaller towns.
By province, the greatest dependence
appeared in Huelva and Cadiz, and the
greatest complete emancipation in Cor-
doba and Malaga.

19



NEw TRENDS IN THE STRUCTURING OF ANDALUSIA

20

Figure 6. Residential emancipation rate of the population aged 16-34 years
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Source: Emancipation Observatory. Spanish Youth Council (1st quarter 2019: 18).

4.2. Internal and external
challenges of work and
family reconciliation

Balancing work life with family and/or pri-
vate life is another major challenge fac-
ing Andalusian families. This reconciliation
must be interpreted in two ways, first, at
a macro level, analyzing the role of the
family together with the working world
and our welfare system and second, at
an internal level, concerning the relation-
ship of joint responsibility among family
members. Both facets of reconciliation
are equally important in addressing the
new scenarios that families will face. The
analysis of reconciliation helps to explain
aspects such as the lack of children, gen-
der inequalities and the potential for care
in an increasingly older population.

From the perspective of the relationship
between families and the welfare system,
three tools are available to governments
to improve work-family reconciliation
among their citizens: direct financial aid,
services for families and family allowanc-
es. Calculation of all these types of assis-
tance for the 38 countries of the OCED
ranks Spain in 34th place, just ahead of

countries such as Greece or Turkey, where
government assistance for reconciliation
is even lower”. Within our country there
are also important differences by auton-
omous community, both in relation to the
amounts and accessibility of economic
aid. Andalusia is characterized by a low
level of protection for families, a low level
of resources and intermediate accessibil-
ity (Redondo, 2018).

In our autonomous community, an in-
tense incorporation of women into the
labor market has taken place®, which has
been coupled with a decrease in time
spent on domestic work, mainly due to
fewer family members in the home and
to new technologies (Ajenjo and Garcia,
2014). Nonetheless, the demand for ser-
vices and protection for families remains
very important. It is expected that the in-
crease in the number of dependent peo-
ple will be a challenge for families and
the State in the coming years, for which
it is essential to be aware of the existing

7 OECD Family Databasehttp://www.oecd.org/
els/family/database.htm

8 The Activity Rate of Women in Andalusia in-
creased from 38.9% in the first quarter of 2002
to 50.2% in the fourth quarter of 2019 (INE).



Table 7. Types of emancipation in Andalusia

% Complete
emancipation
Men 16.3
Women 176
From 14 to 17 years 0.1
From 18 to 21 years 32
From 22 to 25 years 17.8
From 26 to 30 years 45.9
Less than 5,000 inhabitants 15.0
From 5,001 to 10,000 inhabitants 177
From 10,001 to 20,000 inhabitants  16.4
From 20,001 to 50,000 inhabitants  15.0
More than 50,000 inhabitants 16.8
Provincial capitals 191
Almeria 181
Cadiz 171
Cordoba 187
Granada 141
Huelva 15.8
Jaen 14.4
Malaga 18.2
Seville 17.9
Total 16.9
(N) (3186)

Work
emancipation

20.2
18.0
54
16.3
26.9
261
255
23.8
16.9
23.0
20.3
124
22.2
21.9
19.3
171
18.8
184
18.4
172
191
(3186)

4. Andalusian families and demographic change

Precarious Eventual Complete
emancipation emancipation dependence
1.2 8.8 535
6.4 10.4 477
0.3 0.9 €183
1.8 16.3 62.3
37 14.6 370
91 4.2 14.7
4.4 2.9 52.2
4.8 14 524
4.2 2.7 59.8
30 47 544
41 3.8 551
33 25,3 39.8
5.0 85 46.2
3.0 4.3 53.8
2.6 10.2 491
85 15.7 496
4.3 4.6 56.4
41 14.4 48.8
4.0 8.6 50.8
4.1 10.6 50.3
38 9.6 50.6
(3,186) (3,186) (3,186)

Source: Study of Youth in Andalusia (Andalusian Studies Center. 2013: 161).

family culture in Andalusia. In our country,
despite the need for family policies, there
is no active demand in this area, large-
ly due to the strengthening of our family
networks and the fact that these issues
are considered to be private rather than
public (Ayuso, 2019).

The challenge of reconciliation must also
be analyzed at the internal family level,
where it is very important to advance to-
wards greater joint responsibility between
partners. Studies of time use showed
very large differences within Andalusian
households (Galvez and Marcenaro, 2008).
Despite slow improvements in the direc-
tion of greater joint responsibility in this

In our autonomous community, an
intense incorporation of women
into the labor market has taken
place, which has been coupled

with a decrease in time spent on
domestic work, mainly due to fewer
family members in the home and to

new technologies

regard (Ayuso, 2019), one of the latest CIS
barometers in which the couple is asked
about domestic tasks shows that signifi-
cant differences remain (Figure 7). Wom-
en carry all the weight both in Spain and
in Andalusia, particularly in tasks such
as washing dishes or preparing meals.
Changes in this area are also essential but
must be culturally driven.
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Figure 7. Performance of domestic tasks in the home according to sex*
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Source: own elaboration from study 3175 (CIS, 2017).
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* Sum of percentages «always you» and «usually you». The percentages for Andalusia should be analyzed with caution due

to the smaller sample size.

5. Andalusian
rurality in the 21st
century

The analysis of the population must be
undertaken bearing in mind its relation-
ship with the territory. Andalusia has his-
torically shown a relatively low population
density, especially when compared with
other Spanish and European regions lead-
ing contemporary economic development
(Diaz, et al.,, 2009). Until the middle of the
20th century, almost 70% of the active An-
dalusian population was engaged in agri-
culture, a figure that stands at around 10%
at the beginning of the 21st century, which
shows the importance of the rural sector
in our social structure (Parejo, 2009).

To approach Andalusian rurality, we must
begin by distinguishing between rural and
urban. This dichotomy is easy to establish
at the extremes, although it is difficult to
determine a point of separation between
them (Larrubia, 1998). Traditionally, two ap-
proaches have existed to delimit rural and
urban areas. On the one hand, the asso-
ciation between rurality and agrarianism
emerges, where the rural world was iden-
tified with agrarian activity, of a secondary
nature and relative backwardness, and

whose main function was to provide re-
sources to the urban nucleus; on the other
hand, rurality was linked to low popula-
tion density, with this criterion being used
mainly by public institutions and organiza-
tions (Entrena-Duran, 1998; Larrubia, 1998).

Rural has been defined on many occa-
sions as the absence of that which is ur-
ban; that is, the urban context has been
defined with greater or lesser precision,
and from there on the rest has been
considered rural (Johnson, 1980). Pierre
George (1983) argues that the criteria for
distinguishing between rural and urban
are imprecise since a numerical discrim-
ination associated with the size of locali-
ties and populations is used.

In Andalusia, as in other regions of Spain,
it is very difficult to apply a generic defi-
nition that is in line with the reality of the
territory. The European Union, through
the European Network for Rural Develop-
ment, offered Member States a definition
of rural areas proposed by the Organisa-
tion for Economic Co-operation and De-
velopment (OECD)®. This definition did not

9 The OECD defines rural areas as those
where more than 50% of the population lives
in rural municipalities. A municipality is ru-
ral when its population density is below 150
inhabitants/km?.



achieve the expected success as it was
not compatible with the different realities
in the Member States.

The evolution of the Andalusian rural areas
has been remarkable. The characteristics
of these areas 60 years ago are completely
different from the current situation, which
continues to evolve. Since the 1990s, there
has been a change in social considerations
and the functions attributed to the rural
environment. A process of revaluation of
rural culture and a revitalization of the as-
sociated spaces has occurred, where there
is a tendency towards disaggregation and
tertiarization that translates into diversifi-
cation and multifunctionality of rural spac-
es (Entrena-Duran, 2012). Not all territories,
however, share the same characteristics
and opportunities.

51. Characteristics of the
administrative units in
Andalusia

Rural areas are facing a wide range of
economic, environmental and social chal-
lenges. The European Union, member
states, autonomous communities and
other political-administrative levels are
continuously promoting programs aimed
at the development of rural areas (Cafiete,
et al, 2018). One of the issues present-
ed in the drafting and implementation of
these programs is the delimitation of rural
areas. Through Regulation 2017/2391°, the
European Union describes the categories
of territorial units for statistics:

NUTSO (corresponding to Nations)

NUTS1 (corresponding to non-admin-
istrative Geographic areas in Spain)

NUTS?2 (corresponding to Autonomous
Communities and Cities in Spain)

10 M10-Regulation (EU) 2017/2391 of the Eu-
ropean Parliament and of the Council of 12
December 2017; Amendments to Regulation
(EC) No 1059/2003 of the European Parlia-
ment and of the Council of 26 May 2003 on
the establishment of a common classification
of territorial units for statistics, Nomenclature
des Unités Territoriales Statistiques and LAU,
Local Administrative Units.

5. Andalusian rurality in the 21st century

NUTS3 (corresponding to Provinces,
Island councils and Town councils in
Spain)

LAU™ (corresponding to Municipalities
in Spain).

Andalusia’s territories and municipalities
offer unique characteristics with respect
to other autonomous communities in the
country. This territorial arrangement of the
Andalusian community is of great impor-
tance when classifying the municipalities
(LAU), provinces (NUTS3) and the autono-
mous community itself (NUTS2) according
to the most widely used criteria of rurality.

Andalusia is the most populated autono-
mous community in Spain, and is the sec-
ond largest in terms of size, behind Castile
and Leon. Many of the criteria that have
been developed to define rural territories
use the population density or the number
of inhabitants per municipality. Andalusia
currently has 785 municipalities (LAU), for
a population of nearly 8.4 million inhabit-
ants, with an average size per municipality
of 111.6 km?2. In contrast, Castile and Leon,
with a slightly larger surface area, has al-
most three times as many municipalities
as Andalucia, totaling 2,248, with a popu-
lation that is 3.5 times smaller (INE, 2020).

It can be said that the municipalities of
Andalusia are large; only the Principal-
ity of Asturias and the Region of Murcia
have higher average surface area values.
The relationship between the number of
municipalities in a province, the popula-
tion and the surface area they occupy, al-
lows for comparisons that help to better
understand the typology of the munici-
palities in Andalusia (de las Heras, 2019)
(Map 4). Seville and Burgos have similar
extensions, with 106 and 371 municipali-

11In response to the demand for statistics at a
local level below the provincial level (NUTS3),
the European Union produced two smaller
levels of population entities until 2016, LAU1
and LAU2, which corresponded to the NUTS4
and NUTSS indicators, respectively. Not all
Member States had territorial representation
at the LAU1 administrative level, whereas the
LAU? level (corresponding to municipalities in
Spain) did appear in all EU countries, and was
therefore more suitable for statistical com-
parisons. As of 2017, only one level remains
below NUTS3, called LAU.
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Map 4. Delimitation of municipalities in Seville and Burgos (2019)

Seville (106 municipalities)
Source: (de las Heras, 2019:131)
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Table 8. Average size of administrative units in EU countries

: NUTS2 NUTS3 LAU
Territory o019)  (2019)  (2019)

EU 27 240 1,169 99,387
Spain 19 59 8,131
Andalusia 1 8 785

Source: own elaboration based on Eurostat data.

ties respectively. In Andalusia, it is difficult
to find municipalities with fewer than 100
inhabitants. The phenomenon of depopu-
lation has been somewhat slower and de-
layed than in the rest of Spain, but above
all the greater surface area of Andalusian
municipalities makes it very difficult to
reach such low inhabitant figures in these
municipalities.

As shown in Table 8, Andalusia has a ter-
ritorial size of administrative units (NUTS2,
NUTS3 and LAU) well above the European
and Spanish averages. This is due to the
small number of municipalities in the com-
munity that are sparsely populated. On the
other hand, the greater extension of admin-
istrative units affects the resulting popula-
tion density calculations (inhabitant/km?),
although the nuclearization of the popula-
tion in the provincial capitals hides the real-
ity of the less populated municipalities.

The largest municipalities are in the
southern half of the Iberian Peninsula, as
well as in the Canary Islands. Andalusia

Higher than Higher than Higher than
average of

average of average of
NUTS2 (km2) NUTS3 (km2) LAU (km?)
17,604.70 3,614.31 425
26,630.68 8,575.98 62.2

10,949.63 1.6

is made up of a total of 9,003 population
entities, distributed among Municipalities,
Population Centers™ and Scattered Set-
tlements™. For administrative purposes,
the Municipality is the unit of action.

12 The INE considers a «population center» to
be a set of at least ten buildings, which form
streets, squares and other urban roads. As an
exception, the number of buildings may be less
than 10, provided that the population inhabiting
them exceeds 50 inhabitants. Included in the
center are those buildings which, being isolated,
are less than 200 meters from the outer limits
of the above-mentioned group, although in de-
termining this distance, land occupied by indus-
trial or commercial installations, parks, gardens,
sports areas, cemeteries, car parks and others,
as well as canals or rivers which may be crossed
by bridges, must be excluded (INE, 2020).

13 According to the INE, the buildings or
dwellings of a singular population entity that
cannot be included in the concept of a center
are considered to be a scattered settlement
(INE, 2020).



Table 9. Classification criteria for rural and urban areas

Classification criteria rural/

(Total in
urban Andalusia)
OECD 1994 642
Rural if density is less than 150 (of 785)
inhabitants/km?

INE

Rural municipalities with a 632
population of less than 10,000  (of 785)
inhabitants.

INE

Small rural municipalities with 330
a population of less than 2,000 (of 785)
inhabitants

Law 45/2007, Law for the Sus-

tainable Development of the

Rural Environment. 739
Rural environment, less than (of 785)
30,000 inhabitants and density

less than 100 inhabitants/km?

Law 45/2007, Law for the Sus-

tainable Development of the 508
Rural Environment. (of 785)
Rural municipality, less than
5.000 inhabitants

N2 municipalities

Percentage of rural popu-
lation with respect to the
total Andalusian Commu-
nity (% rural population in

5. Andalusian rurality in the 21st century

Percentage of rural
Andalusian territory
(% rural territory in

Spain)

30.3%(Andalusia)
221% (Spain)

19.2% (Andalusia)
20.3% (Spain)

3.3 % (Andalusia)
5.7% (Spain)

22.9 % (Andalusia)
16.1% (Spain)

10.5 % (Andalusia)
12.2% (Spain)

Spain)

87.8% (Andalusia)
90.2% (Spain)

65.6% (Andalusia)
80.8% (Spain)

23.7% (Andalusia)
54.7% (Spain)

78.7 % (Andalusia)
84.1% (Spain)

511 % (Andalusia)
70.7% (Spain)

Source: own elaboration based on data from the INE and IGN (2020).

5.2. Rural-Urban
distinction in the
Autonomous Community
of Andalucia

From an institutional framework, and with
greater transcendence in the application of
rural development policies and programs,
and as far as Andalusia is concerned, the
OECD, the National Statistics Institute (INE),
and the Spanish Government and the Eu-
ropean Union have defined parameters to
differentiate rural and urban territories in
an operational manner (Table 9).

The analysis of the criteria described in
Table 9 shows that measuring rurality
with these parameters yields a variety of
results that is inconclusive. According to
the territory, between 70.7% and 90.2% of
Spain’s surface area is considered rural,
while in Andalusia this figure is between
511% and 87.8%.

The European Union is promoting a criteri-
on more in line with the characteristics of
the territory and not dependent on admin-
istrative boundaries, using cells of 1 km?
as a territorial unit and adding other pa-

rameters such as the resident population
in each cell, land use, accessibility and al-
timetry. Reig, Goerlich and Cantarino, using
this methodology with 2011 census data,
describe three municipal typologies: urban
(closed and open), intermediate (closed
and open) and rural (accessible and re-
mote), indicating that 13.7% of the Span-
ish population lives in rural municipalities.
Eighty-three percent of Spanish munic-
ipalities are considered rural and occupy
73% of the national territory. In Andalucia
(Map 5), 15.3% of the population lives in ru-
ral municipalities, which represent 70.4%
of the municipalities and occupy 56.6% of
the surface area (Goerlich et al., 2016).

5.3. The challenge of the
new information society
for the rural areas of
Andalusia

The economic structure of the Andalusian
community has undergone a remarka-
ble change since the middle of the 20th
century. Although in the 1960s, around
65% of the active population of Andalusia
was involved in agriculture (Galvez, 2008),
data from the fourth quarter of 2019 in-
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Map 5. Municipalities by typology: demography, land cover and accessibility

Source: own elaboration from Reig, Goerlich and Cantarino, 2016: 103.

dicate that only 9.7% of Andalusians are
employed in agriculture-related activities.
Nonetheless, Andalusia, together with Ex-
tremadura (11.8%) and the Region of Mur-
cia (10.8%), leads employment in this sec-
tor at the national level. At the opposite
end of the spectrum, the service sector
employs the greatest number of workers
in Andalusia (66.8%) (INE, 2020).

The evolution of the agricultural sector, so
closely linked to the rural world, indicates
that since the fifties a process began of
dismantling traditional agriculture. Irriga-
tion increased and the definitive mod-
ernization of the sector was undertaken
(Zambrana, 2006). This situation led to
a notable exodus from the Andalusian
countryside towards other territories out-
side and within the community (Map 6).

Most of the areas considered rural have
undergone a process of diversification. This
evolution has not been a homogeneous
process. In Andalusia, certain rural areas
have not been able to adapt, for various
reasons, and are currently less developed,
with low accessibility and lack of oppor-
tunities. Without losing their essence, oth-
er rural areas have followed a process of
transformation and, while maintaining the
characteristics of the territory, are devel-
oping a remarkable socio-economic activ-
ity (Entrena-Duran, 1998). Complementing
traditional agriculture with industrial ac-
tivity, the appearance of new sectors, as
well as the improvement of infrastructures
and the appearance of cultural currents for
sustainability are necessary changes that
would help to slow the decline of the rural
world (Lacambra, 2001).

Municipalities 2011
Land cover/Accessibility

- Rural — Remote

Rural — Accessible

Intermediate - Closed
Intermediate — Open

Urban - Closed

Urban - Open

Kilometers
[ o]

0 50 100 150 200
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The digitalization of the territory and its
inhabitants represents a real opportunity
for the maintenance and empowerment
of small municipalities. At present, we are
witnessing a «perfect storm» if we take
into account that: the territorial coverage
of broadband internet is of lesser capac-
ity the smaller the size of the municipali-
ty™, the rural population registers less use
of ICT technologies. In addition, in these
small municipalities, the average age of
inhabitants is higher. It has been noted
that the older the person the less the In-
ternet is used®™. The social digital divide
must be reduced (Norris, 2001), which in-

14 The Secretary of State for the Digital Advance
of the Ministry of Economy and Business pub-
lishes the detailed data of broadband coverage
by autonomous community. As of June 30,
2018, ADSL coverage in Andalusia > 10Mbps var-
ied from 87% for municipalities between 5,000
and 10,000 inhabitants to 29.7% in municipali-
ties up to 500 inhabitants. Fixed network cover-
age at speeds > 30 Mpbs varied from 99.4% for
towns with more than 500,000 inhabitants to
36.4% for towns with less than 500 inhabitants.
15 The survey on Equipment and Use of Infor-
mation and Communication Technologies in
the households of Andalusia, published by the
Department of Innovation, Science and Enter-
prise of the Andalusian Government, in its 2019
wave, shows that only 60% of people over the
age of 64 have used the Internet in the last year,
when the average for the Andalusian popula-
tion is around 90%. In municipalities with fewer
than 10,000 inhabitants, 83.8% of the population
used the Internet last year, while in municipal-
ities with more than 100,000 inhabitants and
provincial capitals, the figure reached 94.3%.



Map 6. Andalusian municipalities that gained and
lost population (1950-2019)
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- Municipalities that gained population
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Source: own elaboration based on data from the INE and IGN (2020).

cludes differences in access between dif-
ferent regions, social groups and individu-
als, according to their economic capacity,
sex, educational level, race or place of
residence (Robles, 2005).

Andalusia has improved its digital connec-
tivity. In 2006, 24.2% of Andalusian homes
had a broadband connection (ADSL, cable
network, etc.), which was 5% below the
national average (29.3%). In 2019, 89.2% of
Andalusian households had access to this

5. Andalusian rurality in the 21st century

type of connection, while in Spain this fig-
ure was 91.2% (INE). Although very close
to the national values, Andalucia only sur-
passed the communities of Castile-La
Mancha, Galicia and Castile and Leon in
the percentage of dwellings connected to
broadband. It is not sufficient to have a
digital network that reaches all inhabit-
ants; accessibility, acceptability and social
adaptability are essential (Morales, 2017).

Intelligent territories are an effective and
feasible tool to combat depopulation and
provide these locations with connectiv-
ity that facilitates the provision of basic
services and the diversification of eco-
nomic activity™. The Andalusian Govern-
ment, through the Ministry of Economy,
Knowledge, Business and University pro-
motes various projects aimed at promot-
ing and developing intelligent cities and
territories™.

The development of Smart Cities, the use
of Big Data and other digital tools have
emerged as a new form of communica-
tion, information and data traffic. Their
main focus is to improve environmen-
tal and economic sustainability, as well
as the quality of life of citizens. Can the
concept of Smart City be applied in rural
areas?

One of the biggest problems facing small
rural municipalities in Andalusia is their
economic and demographic sustainabil-
ity. The main disadvantages these com-
munities face in order to retain or attract
population stem from the lack of public
services, job opportunities and other dai-
ly activities. Municipalities with less than
1,000 inhabitants in Andalusia risk losing
services due to the difficulty of sustaining

16 Professor Carlos de las Heras is current-
ly a member of the Working Group CTN 178/
SC 6/GT 1, which drafted the UNE PNE 178601
standard «Territorios rurales inteligentes:
definicion, atributos y requisitos».

17 The most recent measure is the Resolution
of 31 January 2020 of the Directorate Gen-
eral for the Digital Economy and Innovation.
Aid consisting of the development, execution
and implementation of intelligent develop-
ment initiatives in the scope of the cities and
territories of Andalusia, through the use of
ICTs, with the aim of promoting the intelligent
transformation of cities and territories for the
benefit of citizens.
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them; however, the creative application
of ICTs in these territories can contribute
not only to their maintenance but also by
activating new opportunities. Innovation is
not only an instrument that can improve
the functioning and competitiveness of
companies and institutions; it is also a
tool for improving the management of
territories (Maier, et al., 1987).

Rural territories have unique character-
istics that make it necessary to take tar-
geted action, first to alleviate the short-
comings of the most basic services and
structures needed for technological de-
velopment, and second to develop social
change and values towards new tech-
nologies. It is therefore a matter of im-
plementing a scientific and technological
culture at the service of inhabitants and
visitors through citizen participation (del
Rio, et al., 2019).

Intelligent rural territories are the next
step. The rural world is presented as a
real opportunity for the development of
new technologies focused on the settle-
ment of the population and increasing the
attractiveness for new inhabitants. Re-
mote health care, interconnected training
centers, digital administration, monitor-
ing of farms, online commerce from the
farms themselves, as well as the promo-
tion of job opportunities in the ICT sector
are just some examples of the new digital
era adapted to rural territories.

6. Andalusia and
migration: regions
of origin and
destination

Migratory movements have a decisive im-
pact on the configuration of the new in-
formation society, influencing both the
main demographic indicators and the
configuration of the labor market and
family structure of the population. In the
first few years of the 21st century, Spain
experienced an increase in all forms of in-
ternal migration without precedent since
the 1960s (Recafio, 2015). The period of
strong economic expansion at the be-
ginning of this century meant the entry
of more than six million immigrants from
abroad, which had a great impact on all
territorial and population levels. Between
2000 and 2009 the population of Andalu-
sia increased by one million inhabitants;
three out of every four new residents in
Andalusia were due to immigration.

Migration patterns in Spain have been
constantly evolving to the present day.
From the middle of the 20th century until
1975, internal migration was the protago-
nist of regional population growth, notably
influencing the rise and fall of the popu-
lation in the different provinces according
to the migration balances (Cabré, et al,
1985). This stage was marked by the rural
exodus of young people in search of better
living conditions, which caused population
effects that still persist in small munici-
palities, such as a marked age imbalance,
and a high degree of masculinization. The
decline in marriage rates in these areas
of emigration is evident in the drop in the
birth rate of the generations born in rural
areas from 1960 onwards (Recafio 2017).

Between the 1970s and 1980s a new mi-
gration pattern emerged. The leading role
of Catalonia, the Basque Country and Ma-
drid and other urban industrial areas as
receivers of population from areas with
less economic development decreased.
Return migrations began to take place
from the areas of destination areas to-
wards the regions of origin, such as An-
dalusia, Castile-La Mancha, Extremadura
and Galicia. Finally, new spaces of migra-



tory attraction appeared, located on the
Mediterranean coast, in the Ebro Valley
and the Islands (Cabré, et al., 1985).

Since the nineties, the exhausted rural-
urban model has been displaced by a
growing interurban mobility, where the
service sector acquires greater relevance,
supported by the local labor market. Al-
though construction and hotels and res-
taurants continue to receive some inter-
regional immigration, mobility between
regions is considerably reduced, and the
marked regional imbalances have dimin-
ished markedly as a result of development
and aid programs from the European Un-
ion (Recafio, 2003). With the beginning of
the new century, in the analysis of mi-
gratory movements, foreign immigration
dominates, and even though it has been
affected by the economic crisis, remains
the predominant model to this day.

6.1. Internal and external
migratory flows

The migration pattern in Andalusia contin-
ues to evolve, affected mainly by econom-
ic factors, the characteristics of its labor
market and foreign immigration. As in the
rest of Spain, the economic boom at the
beginning of the 21st century and the sub-
sequent crisis have marked the migratory
trend. Andalusia has maintained immigra-
tion records above the Spanish average
(Figure 8), with a less pronounced decline
since 2008.

The balance between population enter-
ing and exiting the Andalusian communi-
ty has been positive until 2012, which has
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affected the size of the population. It is
not until 2017 when a return to the pos-
itive balance between immigrants and
emigrants occurs. In Spain, a positive mi-
gration balance has been recorded since
2015. In 2018, both Spain and Andalusia
received approximately 14 new inhabitants
for every 1,000 residents. In contrast, the
Andalusian emigration rate in 2018 was
117 cases per 1,000 inhabitants, whereas
in Spain this rate dropped to 6.6 per 1,000
inhabitants.

The influence of migratory balances on
the size of the Andalusian population is
of great importance. Between 2008 and
2019, Andalusia grew by 212,020 inhabit-
ants (INE, 2020), 40% of which was due
to the positive migratory balance. Anda-
lusia received more than one million mi-
grants in the decade 2008-2018 both from
abroad and from other autonomous com-
munities, but it also provided almost one
million of them to other destinations (Ta-
ble 10).

The increase in population in Andalusia
caused by migratory flows is not uniform-
ly distributed throughout the territory. In
the decade between 2008 and 2018, the
population of provinces such as Malaga
increased by more than 90,000 people
due to migration, Seville by more than
12,000 and Almeria by almost 10,000. At
the opposite end of the spectrum, Jaen
lost more than 30,000 inhabitants dur-
ing this period, and Cordoba lost almost
13,000. Map 7 shows the provinces that
have been recipients and senders of mi-
grants in the last 10 years.

Migration processes have established a
large diversity of nationalities. In Spain,
10.7% of its inhabitants were foreign na-
tionals in 2019, while in Andalucia, they
accounted for 7.8%, although notable dif-

The increase in population in

: z ferences appeared between some prov-
AﬂdaLUSIa Caused by mlgratory inces (Table 11). Almeria and Malaga had
flows is not umform[y distributed the highest numbers of foreign residents

- in the autonomous community, data as-
throughout the territory. In the sociated with their main economic activ-
decade betvveen 2008 and 2018 ity sectors and with increasing residential
i . ’ migration (Checa, et al, 2018).

the population of provinces such
as Malaga increased by more than
90,000 people due to migration,
Seville by more than 12,000 and
Almeria by almost 10,000

The foreign-born population maintains
different migration standards from the
native population, either because of a
higher intensity of internal migration, or
because of the migratory distance of their
movements. These characteristics are ac-
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Figure 8. Migration rate in Andalusia and Spain 2008-2018
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Source: own elaboration based on INE 2020 migration statistics.

The values shown in the figure correspond to: for Spain, the total number of immigrants and emigrants registered from
2008 to 2018; for Andalusia, in addition to migratory movements abroad, the values corresponding to immigration and emi-
gration to and from other autonomous communities have been included.

centuated in the countries of southern To detect which geographic areas are at-
Europe and therefore in the Andalusian tractive for immigration, the percentage
community (Recafio and De Miguel, 2012). of the resident population by municipal-
The settlement of people from abroad or ity born outside Andalusia was analyzed.
from other communities in Andalusia has It was discovered that the influence of
a significant territorial impact. those born in another autonomous com-

munity on the total population of the mu-
nicipality is not very significant, in most
cases reaching just 15% (Guadalcanal in

Table 10. Migrations in Andalusia and Spain (2008- Seville, Los Blazquez in Cordoba, or Siles
2018) in Jaen). By contrast, the percentage of
the resident population born abroad in

Andalusia Spain each municipality reaches, in many cas-

Population as of 1 January 2008 8,202,220 46,157,822 es, is above 30%, mainly in Malaga and
Population as of 1January 2019 8414240 47026208  Almeria (Map 8).

Population increase 2008-2018 212,020 868,386 Geographic mobility has declined as of

% Population increase 2008-2018 2.58% 1.88% the second decade of the 21st century,

Immigration from abroad following the disappearance of the excep-
578,806 4,547,033 ) g N

2008-2018 tional conditions at the beginning of the

Immigration from other autono- 493.863 century. The appeal of the territories to

mous communities 2008-2018 attract immigrants continues to be het-

Emigration abroad 2008-2018 442,076 4,209,888 erogeneous inour Community and is con-

Emigration to another autonomous 545 581 centrated along the Mediterranean coast

community 2008-2018 ’ and areas of high agricultural production.

Total cumulative immigration

OCE e 1,072,669 4,547,033

Total cumulative emigration

2008-2018 987,657 4,209,888

Cumulative migration balance

5008-2018 +85,012 +337,145

Population increase between 2008-
2018 due to migration

Source: own elaboration based on INE 2020 migration statistics.

40.1% 38.8%
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Table 11. Percentage of foreigners (2019)

TOTAL Spaniards Foreigners % Foreigners
SPAIN 47,026,208 41,989,330 5,036,878 10.71%
ANDALUSIA 8,414,240 7,158,685 655,555 7.79%
Almeria 716,820 570,912 145,908 20.35%
Cadiz 1,240,155 1,194,830 45,325 3.65%
Cordoba 782,979 761,876 21,103 2.70%
Granada 914,678 853,709 60,969 6.67%
Huelva 521,870 477,032 44,838 8.59%
Jaen 633,564 618,192 15,372 2.43%
Malaga 1,661,785 1,408,632 253,153 15.23%
Seville 1,942,389 1,873,502 68,887 3.55%

Source: own elaboration based on the Population Series of the INE 2020.

Map 7. Average migration rate (2008-2018) (x1000 inhabitants)

Province Rate
Jaen -4.20
Cordoba -1.46
Cadiz -0.16
Granada 053
Seville 0.59
Huelva 1.01
Almeria 1.30
Malaga 529

Source: own elaboration based on INE 2020 migration statistics.

Map 8. Population born outside Andalusia by municipality

More than 5% of the population born abroad
[ | More than 10% of the population born abroad
. More than 15% of the population born abroad

More than 10% of the population born in another
autonomous community
Source: own elaboration based on the Population Series of the INE (2019).
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/. Conclusions

Andalusiais currently moving towards a new
information society, in which knowledge,
new technologies and globalization will play
an increasingly important role (Torres, 2015).
This transition will affect social values and
structures as well as our territorial distribu-
tion and demographic behavior. This book-
let in the Actualidad collection provides an
in-depth look at the situation facing our
autonomous community in this new cycle,
paying special attention to new population
trends and their impact on the territory. This
picture should be taken in light of our his-
torical background and its specific expres-
sion in areas such as: homes and families,
the rural world or migratory phenomena.
The transformation of the private spheres,
the revolution in the rural world as a result
of ICTs and the greater geographic mobility
of the population are phenomena that will
have a crucial effect on the Andalusia of the
future and will involve new demands but
also a «new train» in our socio-economic
development.

The demographic situation in Andalusia
follows the same patterns as other com-
munities in Spain. With just over 8.4 million
people, it is Spain’s most populated region,
with an increase of almost 1.1 million people
since the beginning of the century, mainly
due to the increase in life expectancy and
the arrival of the immigrant population.
However, despite starting from a position
better than the national average, our socio-
demographic indicators are rapidly adapting
to the same trends as the rest of Spain. In
2018, and for the first time in the modern
history of Andalusia, a negative natural bal-
ance was reached, that is, more people died
than were born in this region (IECA, 2020).

This demographic transformation has not
affected all of our geography equally. More
than half of the Andalusian municipalities
have less population at present than in the
year 2000; there has been an important
loss of population in those with less than
10,000 inhabitants, with an accelerated ag-
ing process in these centers. The moun-
tainous areas of all of northern Andalusia,
along with various areas of the interior, are
experiencing an accelerated population de-
cline. Provinces including Jaen, particularly,
but also Cordoba, the Alpujarras of Grana-
da and Almeria, the interior of the province

of Malaga and the mountains of Huelva are
facing a significant population decrease
in their small and medium municipalities.
This situation will become more critical in
the coming years, when several decades of
demographic decline will accumulate, and
there will be more elderly than young. Pro-
jections indicate that the year 2040 will be
an important turning point, as our country
will reach the highest life expectancy in the
world (half of the children born will live to
be 100), but the total population will start to
increasingly decline.

Following the postulates of the information
society (Castells, 1996), the population is
more concentrated in the provincial capi-
tals, and there is a decrease in medium and
small municipalities. This transformation
is directly reflected in the composition of
households and families. We are witness-
ing an accelerated loss of persons per
household and an increase in single-per-
son households due mainly to structural
factors such as the decline in fertility and
the increase in the number of older per-
sons but also to cultural factors reflecting
the trends of the newly emerging society.
The new gradual scenario of aging to which
we are heading will bring with it significant
demands for care, an increase in very signif-
icant territorial differences, and the need to
anticipate structural reforms for the main-
tenance of our welfare state.

Individualistic values, together with the new
opportunities provided by ICTs in the private
sphere (Ayuso, 2015) and changing lifestyles,
are leading to significant changes in life cy-
cles. There is a growing number of life stages
leading up to the formation of a family, and
these stages have become longer and more
delayed. As a result, it takes longer to finish
studying, longer to find a stable economic
position, longer to marry, and therefore the
arrival of children is delayed in those cases
where it is planned, in many cases prevent-

With just over 8.4 million people,
Andalusia is Spain’s most populated
region, with an increase of almost 11
million people since the beginning
of the century, mainly due to the
increase in life expectancy and the
arrival of the immigrant population



ing couples from conceiving the number of
children they want. Two aspects are funda-
mental in the development of Andalusian
families and directly affect fertility: on the
one hand, the processes of emancipation
that do not allow young people to develop
their own life project at an early age; and
on the other hand, the measures related
to work-life balance and joint responsibility
within the family. Both phenomena should
cause us to reflect on the role of children in
society and the need to listen to and under-
stand the families themselves.

One of the most important questions sur-
rounding the future structure of Andalusia
concerns how the trends of the new infor-
mation society will take shape in rural areas.
There is a general consensus on the need

7. Conclusions

take advantage of the many opportunities
offered today by the vertiginous process of
change in which contemporary societies
are engaged» (Yruela, 2002; Moscoso, 2005).

Another of the unknowns of this new soci-
ety concerns migratory processes and ge-
ographic mobility, which can give Andalusia
the potential to attract population, which
seems fundamental for the future; Andalu-
sia continues to receive around one hun-
dred thousand immigrants each year, which
is offset by somewhat lower departures. We
must maintain the economic momentum
and expand the number of receiving loca-
tions that offer opportunities and attractive-
ness for the settlement of the population.

to balance services, people and territories The information SOCiety is
throughout our community, bearingin mind ~ chgracterized by 2 decreagmg

that people have universal rights, regardless

of the territories in which they live. The ru-  IMNPOrtance of physical space and
ral world has always been very important hlgh geographic mObltlty Supported

in Andalusia to understand our social and

economic structure, and of course our cul- by a hlgh Ly computerized territory.

ture (Jiménez de Madariaga and Hurtado, . .
2012). The evolution experienced by Anda- ThIS can be a Very |mportant

lusia has been very significant due to the ad\/antage for rural areas pro\/ided

processes of disaggregation and tertiariza-

tion that have blurred the very definition of this infrastructure is in pl.ace and
what is rural. This phenomenon, however, thIS Change iS Well understood

has not been homogeneous throughout the
territory. Some rural areas due to various
factors have not been able to adapt and are
still less developed, with low accessibility
and lack of opportunities, while others rep-
resent centers of dynamism and attraction
within the same rural world.

The digitalization of the territory, the impor-
tance of environmental issues and the new
economic and quality of life opportunities
offered in these areas are very important
potential factors. The information society is
characterized by a decreasing importance of
physical space and high geographic mobility
supported by a highly computerized territo-
ry. This can be a very important advantage
for rural areas provided this infrastructure is
in place and this change is well understood,
as these areas are ultimately dependent on
the cultural and innovative capacity of their
own inhabitants to implement this change.
As Pérez Yruela points out, the develop-
ment of rural areas ultimately depends on
«the attitude adopted by their population
and the degree of involvement of their peo-
ple, insisting that it is the cooperative will
of the population that makes it possible to

The analysis of the new structural trends
in Andalusia, both from a territorial and so-
cial perspective, indicates that we are fac-
ing one of the most important challenges
of our recent history: having to face, just as
most of advanced societies, a scenario of
greater population aging, a growing urban
concentration, and significant depopulation
in the territories furthest away from large
cities. This entails having to respond to chal-
lenges related to all sectors and institutions
that constitute our autonomous communi-
ty, from the very desires and needs of the
Andalusian population, to maintaining our
economic dynamism and social and terri-
torial cohesion throughout our territory. We
must work to transform this challenge into
an opportunity that will enable Andalusia
to become more dynamic, provide greater
opportunities for young and old, achieve
sustainability, improve the structuring and
development of different rural areas, envi-
ronmental protection and balance, and, fi-
nally, to ensure and strengthen our welfare
system.
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